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What's up
with the gun?
Rihanna's tattoo —&

artist says it 1
means strength.

RED HOT
Bodysuit, pants,
Michael Kors:
earrings, tennis
bracelet, Neil Lane
Jewelry: cuff, ring,
Amrapali. See
Glamour Shopper for
more information.
And get the look for
less on page 68!

Everything
to Wear

Try/Livein
Talk About
This Fall

It's all coming at
you right here—
plus juicy dish
from Rihanna,
Selena and
the man who
knows the
Housewives best.

Here we go!






RIHANNA

TALKS:

Lhis is my story

GcLAMOUR exclusive! The 23-year-old phenomenon and
Facebook megastar (whose songs youre probably humming
right now) dishes on music, sex, Gaga, Katy Perry
and, yes, Chris Brown. “I think honesty is the

ultimate liberation in life,” she says.
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BY LOGAN HILL
photographs by Ellen von Unwerth

I just really wanted to
be myself. I wanted to be
sassy, the attitude, all
these things that I am,”
Rihanna says of her new,
candid approach to life.
]);I'l“sh. Mare Jacobs;
rystal and pearl bracelet,
# Stephen Russell;
bangles, Rihanna's own;
shoes, Christian
Louboutin. Sce Glamour
Shopper for
more information.
Fashion editor:
Anne Christensen.




Rihanna likes to be in contrel.
So much so that her management has
given her an easy way to cut our inl«;
view short: Qur chat is to take place in as
SUV on the way from the Glamour <hoo
to her apartment, a short drive away. Bul
she keeps talking—candidly and often
hilariously, and instead of stopping ai her
front door, she has her driver circle the
block again and again, and we talk more.
What comes through more than anything
is a tale of transformation: In February
2009, Rihanna endured the abuse of Chris
Brown and the subsequent gossip frenzy.
It was painful, she tells me, to lose control
of her story and image that way; deter-
mined not to let that happen again, she
hassince reemerged as the architect of her
own fascinating comeback. On her self-
revealing albums Rated R and Loud, on
Twitter (and, as of mid-July, the most po. .-
ular female star on Facebook), i dram:
fashion choices and in intervie s like '
one, Rihanna has reinvented hers '
becoming more, well, herself. “My v:t
life changed a couple years ago. T
when I decided to let my guard down ¢
pletely,” she says, sipping a Corona as
city scrolls by her tinted window. “Ther _ -
freedom in honesty. If you just face it
today, tomorrow you can move on to some-
thing else.” Here’s Rihanna, very honestly.
cLamour: [ wanted to show you this list:
total number-one hits. You've had 10, ‘nd
you're the youngest artist to ever hit that
mark—-you topped Mariah Carey. Plus,
you did it faster than any solo artist in
Billboard’s history: less than five years to
10 number ones.

RIHANNA: That’s kind of amazing. Damn.
I've never actually seen this list laid out
like this. It's kind of mind-blowing. I try to
justbe very, very appreciative.

GLaMOUR: Canyou top the Beatles?

324

RIHANNA: I'm heading there. If I fall short,
I'm still in good company.

GcLAMOUR: Your style has gotten more
aggressive as your music has. Do you
think of the two together in that way?
RIHANNA: Absolutely, and I don't think of
one without the other. My music definitely
determines the direction we're gonna move
in. It’s like music, fashion, hair, makeup.
cLAMouRr: There are so many pop stars
who blow up and then lose control. With
you, from the moment you chopped your
hair off, vou were saying, “No, I'm in con-
trol of what I'm doing.”

RIHANNA: In the beginning of my career, it
was really strict for me. I couldn’t wear
pink or red lipstick; it was just bizarre. We
had a young fan base, and they were trying
to keep me fresh. But I just really wanted
to be myself. I wanted to be sassy, the atti-
tude, all these things that Iam.

GLAMOoUR: Your sound ket ns evolving too,
and your lyries keep getting more compli-
cated and raw.

RIHANNA: It was important for me to grow.
Good Girl Gone Bad was the first time
I really took the reins in my career cre-
atively. Then Rated R came right after that,
and that’s when I realized, OK, my fans
love the music; now I need to get a little
deep with them, get a little more vulner-
able, open up.

cLamour: That shift to more personal
songs happened after everything with
Chris Brown, and around the same time,
you went on Twitter and develcped a dif-
ferent connection with your fans.
RIHANNA: Definitely. That’s why I started
Twitter. I was like, “Twitter is so dumb—
why would I want anybody to know any-
thing more about me?” But it was easy for
my fans to believe everything else they
we ‘e hearing about me—sites, blogs,
ruiors—because they weren't really hear-

ing much from me. Now they don't believe
rumors anymore, because they know me.
cLaMour: When you followed Chris
Brown on Twitter, everyone freaked out
and you jumped in with: “it’s...twitter, not
the altar!” What was that about?

RIHANNA: That's something people would
love to make into more than it actually
is, and I think that’s just something I'm
gonna have to live with for the rest of my
life, unfortunately.

GLaMoOUR: There’s a lyric from “Rated R”
that Tlove: “While you're getting your ery
on, I'm getting my fly on.” That struck me
as the ultimate retail-therapy lyric.
RIHANNA: You're right. It's retail therapy
for sure, but it's also a very mean line, very
cocky, very arrogant. It’s a character I play.
GLAMOUR: It seems like when guys play
characters—like Eminem in your contro-
versial song together, “Love the Way You
Lie,” about an abusive couple—nobody
thinks that’s the real Eminem. But it does
seem like when you do a song like that,
everybody thinks that’s the real Rihanna.
RIHANNA: Absolutely, and I'm very careful
about the lyries that I sing now because of
that. Rated R was the album that became
really real, very honest. After that, it's hard
to go back to doing songs that are fiction.
There was no coming back.

GLAMouR: I've heard you say that the dra-
matic lyries of “S&M,” your megahit, are
both metaphorical and literal.

RIHANNA: Yeah! T had no idea how close
“S&M” was to me until maybe five months
ago. When I was singing it, it was a fun
song, and I directed it at my love-hate rela-
tionship with the media, but it went so
much further than that, and I didn’t even
realize it. Then I started putting pieces of
the puzzle together, seeing how it related
to my childhood and how it can affect me
inmyadultlife. Continued on page 329 ®§

‘ ‘ I play a very

dominant role in my life....

If 'm being a man

in the bedroom too,
there’s nothing really
in it for me.”



 WOMAN
IN
. CHARGE

“Rated R was the
album that
became really real,
very honest.
After that, it’s hard
to go back to
doing songs that LH
are fiction.” i .
Sweater, skirt, ©
Givenchy by
Riccardo Tisci;
diamond earrings;
Amrapali; ring,
Rihanna’s own.
See Glamour
Shopper for more
information.
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“Getting dressed,
I want to pick the most
bizarre pair of shorts
s0 I can figure out how
to make it look right,
or work an outfit
that will make people

go, "‘What the hell is A
she wearing?'” Rihanna e m ..'“

told Glamour. Here,
she does the classic
thing: coat, jumpsuit,
Yves Saint Laurent;
clutch, Tom Ford;
crystal and diamond
bracelet, Stephen
Russell; belt, Gucei.
See Glamour Shopper
for more information.
Opposite page:
dress, Vionnet; briefs,
Wacoal; bangles,
Rihanna’s own; shoes,
Christian Louboutin.
See Glamour
Shopper for more
information.
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All my friends
are guys.
But when I met
Katy Perry, it
was such a breath

of fresh air.”

To DIY a reverse half-
moon mani like
hers, use round color-
coding labels (from
. any office-supply
& store) as your paint
guide. (You can
g paint the half-moons

&4

! in with a skinny

o - :

#  brush, available at art-

stores.) For colors, we
like Maybelline New
York Express Finish 50
! Second Nail Color
in Sunset Prisms and
Denim Dash ($4.50

cach, at drugstores).
0 Dress, Miu Miu;

o’ or beauty-supply

diamond ring (at
right), Adeler; ring
(at left), bangles,
Rihanna’s own. See
Glamour Shopper
for more information.
Hair: Ursula Stephen
for Epiphany Artist
Group, Inc.; makeup:
Karin Darnell
for onemakeup.com;
: 23 manicure:
| = Kimmie Kyees for
celestineageney.com;
production:
Viewfinders LLC;
set designer:
Walter Barnett.
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ecLAMOUR: You're talking of your father?
[Ronald Fenty reportedly had substance-
abuse problems and had left Rihanna’s
home by the time she was a teenager. ]
RIHANNA: For that song, definitely. I would
say my relationship with my father has had
a bigger impact on me than I knew. Even
with the things that I love, the things that
Tam attracted to. Alot of it stems from the
things that I've seen in my life as a child.
GLaMOuR: Does that mean you naturally
look for trouble? You're drawn to drama?
RIHANNA: Yes and no. I hate drama. But at
the same time, nothing bothers me more
than when life’s perfect. And that’s the sick
part. I just love a challenge, whetheritsa
relationship, my career, clothing.... Like,
getting dressed, I want to pick the most
bizarre pair of shorts so I can figure out
how to make it look right, or work an outfit
that will make people go, “What the hell is
she wearing?” You know, whatever itis, a
challenge is just thrilling for me.
GLAMOUR: You've said that as a girl, when
you had tough stuff going on with your
family, you would sing along to Destiny’s
Child and Mariah albums. What else?
RIHANNA: Celine Dion, Whitney Houston.
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Rihanna
Answers

GLAMOUR: Now all these
impressionable young girls
are singing your songs. Which
doyou hope they're singing?

RIHANNA: “Fire Bomb” is one

me that it was never a single. |
It’s not the most positive mes-
sage; it’s just honest. It's about
wanting revenge, because you
just feel like no one can under-
stand what you're feeling

unless you burn them the way |
A

Your Q’s!

’l‘,
of my favorite songs. It kills | )
-

Like us on Facebook to
watch Rihanna answer

| your biggest questions! To
view, scan tag, or snap

a photo and text to 77865.
See page 84 for details.

reminds me of 8 Mile, when
Eminem rapped every dis they
could say about him. It gives
you that freedom, because,
what are they going to say
about you now?

GLAMOUR: Inthe"S&M"video,
there are hateful words com-
ing across the screen.
RIHANNA: That was me mak-
ing fun of absurd things I've
heard and read about myself.
GLaMOUR: One of those words
is slut. That seems like some-

o

they burned you. And that was -

at a time when I didn’t really

want to be angry but I couldn’t help it, and
“Fire Bomb™ [released in 2009] was like
that therapeutic song for me.

GLaMouR: In the last two albums, you're
open about how messy life gets.

RIHANNA: I think honesty is the ultimate
liberation in life. People want to shy away
from the truth and keep sweeping it under
the rug. But after a while, you pick up the
rug and there’s just way too much dirt, so
vou might as well just be up front about it.
If you just face it today, then tomorrow you
can move on to something else. It just

thing teenage girls can identify
with—how if a woman has sex, and it gets
gossiped about, she’s suddenly aslut.
RIHANNA: ['wouldn't want to promote teen-
age girls having sex. But the reality is, it's
happening, and they're just a little too
young to understand how careful they need
to be. That's a big battle with me, because
I'm 23, and a lot of my fans are eight years
younger than I am, so there’s a bit of a tug-
of-war there. I want to set the right exam-
ple and, at the same time, live my life. So 1
kind of let go of that and was just really
honest. I feel Continued on puge 401 &%

GOOD GIRL GONE...GORGEOUS!

Fresh-faced ingenue to full-on diva—Ri-Ri. we love you both ways and in between.

“[A first], Young Here comes the Making Pencil skirt,
| couldn’t wear and innocent cleavage! a statement with big glasses and gobs
red lipstick.” in a pretty Rihanna's coming short hair of jeweley are
says Rihanna. print dress into her own and a bustier her lady look.
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Long red
locks compiete
Rihanna's style

evalution. For now,

Striking in a red-
carpet confection
for the MTV Europe
Music Awards



Rihanna contin ued from page 329

like pop stars can't be rock stars anymore
because they have to be role models, and it
takes the fun out of it for us, because we
just want to have fun with art.

GLAMOUR: The head of XL Recordings,
Richard Russell, who is also Adeles boss,
called music videos like “S&M” “faux porn.”
RIHANNA: [ Lawughs.] Faux porn? Has he
ever seen porn? [fhe feelslike that, thanks.
I mean, s--t, I'll take that as a compliment.
It was just a smooch on the cheek, butifhe
got aboner? Then, you're welcome.
GLAMOUR: Ha! Let’s break your song
“S&M" down. “Sticks and stones may break
my bones, but whips and chains excite me.”
RIHANNA: I'm just making fun of blogs and
rumors. It used to really bother me. Nowit's
like, “They called me a whore on that site
yesterday, and today they're calling me an
idiot—not so bad!” It’s not acceptable, but
there’s nothing you can do about it.
GLAMOUR: OK, that's the metaphor. On the
otherlevel, you're straight-up talking about
sex. What's the literal meaning? Do you like
dominant guys?

RIHANNA: T absolutely do prefer adominant
guy. I playaverydominant role in my life, in
every other aspect of it. And I like to feel like
alady still, at some point. I feel like that's
the time when a guy really gets to be a man,
and I get to be a woman. And if I'm being
a man in the bedroom too, there’s nothing
really in it for me.

GLAMOUR: Asarolemodel,isthathard tosay?
RIHANNA: Yeah, itis, but here Tam speaking
as a 23-year-old, saying that I engage in
adult behavior. I'm not talking to the five-
year-old wholistens to “What's My Name?”
GLAMOUR: In your 2009 interview with
Glamour, you said you didn't realize how
much your decisions might affect your fans.
RIHANNA: It was definitely a big wake-up
call, to realize the impact I have on young
women. It also made me feel a lot closer to
them. We live different lives, but we have a
lot of the same life experiences. They trust
the things that I say because it’s coming
from a peer, as opposed to a parent. And
you have to put on your role model hat....
They know you're just as rebellious as they
are, so if you say something is wrong, it's
wrong for sure.

GLAMOUR: [ was trying to understand the
difference between Gaga’s Little Monsters
and the Rihanna Navy—the names you
gave your fan base. She calls herself the
Mother Monster. I can’t ever see you say-
ing you're the mother figure.

RIHANNA: No, because I don't look at them
as followers under myself. We're peers.
They're right here with me. I need them
more than they need me. I need their
feedback, I need their honesty, and I need
their support. Without that, it’s pointless.
I respect them very, very much.
GLAMOUR: I interviewed actor Taylor
Kitsch, and he said you were so badass
in Battleship [her film, set to open next
spring], doing your own stunts, “annihi-
lating everything in her way."

RIHANNA: That does make me sound
badass. Taylor is great. I didn't know any-
thing about acting; I was just going in
there, fingers crossed. And [director] Peter
Berg is awesome. He's a psycho, which
works for me. I get along well with psychos.
I want to do more films, for sure.

GLAMOUR: Let’s talk about your competi-
tion. There’s a tight pack, right?

RIHANNA: There’s a pack. It's me, Gaga,
Katy Perry, Beyoncé...who else? Kesha,
for sure. Women are definitely dominating
music right now, and that’s because we are
competitive beings. I feel like music hasn’t
been this exciting in a while.

GLAMOUR: You and Katy Perry are friends,
right? You threw her bachelorette party
when she married Russell Brand. And
vou're competing. Are you “frenemies”?
RIHANNA: No. [Laughs.] Katy is, like, the
s--t. Honestly, I really love that girl. And
when I met her, it was at a time when I
wasn't really talking to any females besides
the women I work with and my best friend.
I've always been like that, my whole teen-
age life, till now.

GLAMOUR: Your friends are mostly men?
RIHANNA: All my friends are guys, to be
completely honest. But when I met her, it
was such a breath of fresh air. I just
couldn’t believe this chick had no edit but-
ton. She was everything I wanted to be at
that time, because I was still at a point in
my career where I had to edit myself and
not be too open. My whole life changed a
couple years ago. And that’s when I let my
guard down completely.... But Katy and
Lady Gaga came out of the gate exactly the
way they think, the way they wanna dress,
the way they wanna speak.

GLaMOoUR: You're competitive with them,
but there’s respectin the game.

RIHANNA: Absolutely. I would only look at
them as competitionif Treally admire them.
These women are real competition. B

Logan Hill is a writer and New York mag-
azine contributing editor.
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FIVE SMART DINNERS
WITH 30% MORE FOOD

Smart Ones” introduces new
Satisfying Selections™ dinners,
each with 30% more food than
regular Smart Ones® meals.
Enjoy these delicious flavors:

* Chicken and Broccoli
Alfredo with pieces
of white-meat chicken

* Sesame Chicken with
linguine and vegetables in
a sweet and spicy sauce

= Ziti with Meatballs & Cheese
in a delicious marinara sauce

* Chicken Teriyaki Stir Fry
with brown rice and
Asian-style vegetables

* Chicken with Broccoli &
Cheese in a rich cheddar
cheese sauce

Visit eatyourbest.com and save.

Smart(nes




